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June Meeting - Submitted by Jim Jackson, Program Chair & Chrissy Sanford, Chapter Second VP            

Our 03 Oct meeting will be at the beautiful Bluewater Grill on Wrightsville Beach, beginning at 1130 hours.  Our 

luncheon continues to be priced at $15 for the remainder of 2017, including the entrée of your choice, soft 

beverages, coffee, tea and cookies. Cocktails will be available for purchase. Luncheon selections will be made at 

the door and include: 

 

       -  Salmon Wrap 

       -     Greek Salad with Grilled Chicken 

       -     Fish and Chips  

       -     Roasted Chicken BLT  

 

Our program will feature our very own SENCLAND Chapter, MOAA member, CDR Robert Johannesen, USN, 

(Ret.).  CDR Johannesen will review his role and activities as a Blue and Gold Officer, assisting young men and 

women who are applying for admission to the various service academies. 

 

Please RSVP NLT Friday, 29 September, to JoAnn Doleman via email: jdoleman522@gmail.com, or 910-

540-8459. 

 

Upcoming Programs for Remainder of 2017 – 2018 Program Year 

• 07 Nov - Dr. Jose V. “Zito” Sartarelli, Chancellor, University of North Carolina at Wilmington 

• 05 Dec - Special Holiday Celebration featuring Cape Fear Chordsmen (Barber Shop Quartet) 

• 3 Jan 2018 - Installation of new MOAA Officers – Special speaker invited  

• 7 Feb 2018 - Dr. Tom Simpson, Professor of Economics and Finance, UNCW 

(Retired from Federal Reserve) 

• 6 Mar 2018 - “Women’s History Month” 

USMC Combat Veteran Sgt. Jude Eden (Iraq) 

• 3 Apr 2018 - Topic – What’s next with Russia and Vladimir Putin? 

• 1 May 2018 - Oak Island “Southern” meeting 

• 1 Jun 2018 Annual Pig Pickin’ – High McRae Park, Wilmington 

Message from SENCLAND Chapter President, Jim Brumit 

Carolyn and I attended the North Carolina Council of Chapters biennial statewide meeting, September 7th - 10th, 

in Williamsburg, VA. It was a very enjoyable convention, with several informational briefings from the 

National MOAA staff and USAA. LT Gen Dana Atkins, USAF (Ret), President and CEO of National MOAA, 

was the keynote speaker at the convention. As you probably read in the most recent MOAA magazine, the 

financial position of National MOAA is in excellent condition after two years of substantial losses. General 

Atkins has done a great job in turning the financial position of the National MOAA HQ around and providing a 

new vision.  General Atkins awarded a four star "Level of Excellence" medallion to the chapter; there are 417 

chapters throughout the US and 167 competed in the LOE competition. 

 

Due to an unexpected health issue, our September speaker, MG Peggy Wilmoth, was unable to make the 

meeting.  Our own COL Chrissy Sanford, USA (Ret.) did an excellent job in her presentation about her 2006 

tour in Iraq with a Civil Affairs unit, as a 56-year-old nurse who had never previously been in a combat theater. 
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Chrissy filled in at the last moment due to MG Wilmoth’s illness. It was evident from Chrissy's presentation 

that it was a very meaningful deployment to her personally, and for the unit. 

 

Our chapter by-laws require us to elect seven service representatives, a President, and three Vice Presidents 

every two years, and that time is soon upon us. The Nominations Committee will present the nominees for those 

positions at our November luncheon, and we will vote on the nominees.  Contact CAPT John Stewart, USNR 

(Ret.) at (910) 617-5084 if you are interested in being considered for one of the elected positions.  I want to 

encourage all chapter members to consider volunteering your time and talent by taking on a position with 

the SENCLand Chapter. It is a great team and it is my pleasure to work with all of the members of the Board 

and the other volunteers.  The proficiency and efficiency of the SENCLand Chapter is evident by the "Level of 

Excellence" medallion awarded to the chapter. If elected positions are not what you are seeking, the chapter has 

a variety of appointed positions. We are currently seeking a chapter Treasurer – information on that position is 

provided later in the newsletter. 

 

Have you included the SENCLand Chapter in your will to support our chapter's scholarships and outreach 

programs? Consider adding a codicil to your will by contacting your attorney. 

 

Upcoming Special Events Information – Submitted by Ed Sullivan, Special Events Coordinator  

** Join us for a Downtown Wilmington Historical Walking Tour - October 11th at 10 AM 

 

Interested in learning about Wilmington history and buildings in a fun and fresh way?  Join us at 10 

AM on Wednesday October 11th for a walking tour with the entertaining and knowledgeable Bob Jenkins.  Cost 

per person is $10.00.  We will meet at the "Flag Pole" at the intersection of Market and Water Streets.  This is 

sure to be extremely entertaining. The tour does require slow paced walking and most of the tour is flat or has a 

slight incline.  

 

** Join us for a Holiday Dinner and Hayride at Mike's Farm with Transportation included. 

December 12th leaving Wilmington at 4:15 PM 

 

The event includes transportation and a private family-style dinner, plus the famous Festival of Lights Hayride.  

Our Private Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm, with a 30-minute Festival of Lights hayride following.  The 

hayride around the farm is accompanied by Christmas music. Along the way are lighted holiday scenes and a 

live nativity. Cost is $55.00 per person and just a few seats remain for the event. 

 

Reservations required for both of these events, so please sign up on our WWW.SENCLAND.ORG website and 

pay using PayPal.  Call Ed Sullivan 910-599-1595 for more information. 

 

Legislative Affairs - Submitted by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair 

In Washington, Congress returned to work shortly after Labor Day.  The initial focus has been on providing 

disaster relief funding for Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.  Congress has also passed a Continuing Resolution to 

fund operations of the entire Government until 8 December 2017.  This will give them more time to finalize the 

2018 DoD Authorization and Appropriations bills, both of which are now being negotiated in Conference 

Committees.  Both houses passed bills that would significantly increase funding for DoD and the Department of 

Veterans Affairs, so it appears that some additional funding will be forthcoming, with details yet to be decided. 

There are many bills of retiree/veteran/military interest in work in both Houses of Congress.  You can track 

progress of these bills on the MOAA national Web page at: http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/bills/.  MOAA has 

provided draft emails to Members of Congress at this Take Action site, if you would like to chime in with your 

representatives on any of these issues. 

At the state level, the NC General Assembly will reconvene for a Special Session on 4 October 2017.  The 

calendar for this session has not yet been published, but it seems likely the focus will be on reconsidering 
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various bills vetoed by Governor Cooper.  It seems unlikely that any bills not passed during the regular session 

will be reviewed in this Special Session, but you never know.  Don’t forget that you can follow events and 

legislation in the General Assembly at http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/. 

 

An Update on Wind & Hail Insurance – Compiled from input from several Board members 

It is very likely that a large portion of our Chapter’s membership has Wind & Hail insurance covering their 

homes - if you have a mortgage, you’ll be required to carry it, and if you’re very cautious and conservative, you 

may choose to carry it even if nobody requires it.  As you all know, here in Southeastern NC, homeowner’s 

insurance excludes Wind & Hail coverage, so for many years the North Carolina Joint Underwriters 

Association, (NCJUA) has been the major source for Wind and Hail.  This note is meant to provide an alert 

about premium costs through NCJUA. 

Whether your homeowner’s policy is through USAA, other military insurers, or other commercial carriers, our 

members have seen a differential over the past few years in the amount the primary homeowner’s carrier is 

valuing the home at vs. the amount NCJUA is valuing the home at.  For example, if the homeowner’s policy has 

the house insured for $300,000, the NCJUA policy coverage amount might show $312,000, or more.  Even 

during recent years when inflation has been extremely low, NCJUA has arbitrarily adjusted coverage amounts 

by the “inflation factor” of 3-4% per year.  If you don’t happen to notice it, you’ll be paying the Wind & Hail 

premium on the higher amount.  By law, NCJUA is supposed to provide coverage equivalent to the underlying 

homeowner’s policy, but they use this “inflation” mechanism as a way to increase premiums even if home 

values haven’t gone up. 

Many of us know from personal experience that if USAA is your provider, you can contact them to see if there 

is a difference in coverage amounts, and if there is, USAA will take care of contacting NCJUA to have them 

make the adjustment and refund any amounts due in the current policy year.  It is probable that any 

homeowner’s insurance provider will handle this adjustment for you, but only if you initiate the review and 

request their assistance.  You can also contact NCJUA directly at (919) 821-1299 and deal with them for a 

review and possible adjustment.  NCJUA also will reduce premiums for homes that have sloped roofs on all 4 

sides, but they define what they mean by that and whether there is a lower premium available. 

Over the past 3-4 years, we have all seen advertisements for combined homeowner/wind & hail coverage 

through local independent insurance agencies.  In some cases of members of our Chapter Board, there have 

been actual savings of several thousand dollars a year in premium costs by switching to the policies offered by 

some of these other programs.  One of our Board members recently received a letter from NCJUA that indicated 

the NC Rate Setting Commission had approved a substantial increase for Wind & Hail premiums in the coming 

year.  When a local independent agent was contacted about this topic and asked if all Wind & Hail carriers 

would be increasing premiums, she replied that this only applied to NCJUA because they’ve lost so many 

premium dollars from customers moving to other providers that they needed to make up the deficiency. 

So – what does all of this mean?  It means it’s possible you are paying too much for Wind & Hail coverage, and 

if you are with NCJUA for that coverage, it may be getting more expensive.  Look into your individual situation 

and make sure you are keeping your hard-earned dollars in your pocket, not somebody else’s. 

 

Help Wanted – We Need a New Treasurer 

Due to other organizational commitments, our Treasurer has had to resign from this position for next year.  This 

job requires basic knowledge of accounting principles as well as familiarly with Quicken and Excel 

spreadsheets. 

If you are interested and would like more information, you can contact our current Treasurer, Ron Tilmon, 

at 910-520-8807or ron.tilmon@gmail.com.  Per the by-laws, this is not an elected position, therefore, the 

Nominating Committee will not be addressing this position as it is an appointed one. 

If you just want to jump into the fray, let Ron know and he will make arrangements to get together with you for 

some training before he just drops in your lap.  Our current Assistant Treasurer is willing to remain in that 

position, but doesn’t have the time to take over the Treasurer’s position. 
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Outreach Initiatives - Submitted by Larry Wilson, Outreach Chair 

Through the generosity of our SENCLAND Chapter members, through the Outreach Program, we will be a 

sponsor of this year's U.S. Coast Guard Cutter (USCGC) Diligence golf tournament, to help raise funds for 

Diligence charities.  This will be the 7th year this event has been held, with funds raised this year going to the 

Lower Cape Fear Hospice & Life Care Center to assist veterans who need hospice care, and to the Coast Guard 

Scholarship fund at Cape Fear Community College. 

 

The event will be held at the Beau Rivage Golf & Resort in Wilmington on Saturday, 4 November 2017, with 

an opening colors ceremony and then a shotgun start at 0900. Our contribution will provide a hole sponsorship, 

one complimentary entry and our logo in the tournament flyer. If you’re a golfer, this is one of the best events in 

the area…. foursomes are only $380 (or $90 per individual signups), and that includes golf fees, carts, range 

balls, coffee, catered lunch (last year it was Mission BBQ), silent auction, awards for top 3 teams, longest drive 

prizes and closest to the pin prizes.  If you desire to play in the tournament, you can contact our Chapter 

member/former Chapter President, John Stewart, CAPT, USNR (Ret.), for more information at 

johnandmelindas@aol.com. 

 

JROTC Leadership Awards - Submitted by Lee Hanna, Leadership Awards Chairman 

This spring the MOAA SENCLand Chapter presented the MOAA JROTC Leadership Medal to students at 18 

JROTC Programs in Southeastern North Carolina.  We made presentations at East Columbus, West Columbus, 

South Columbus, Whiteville, West Brunswick, South Brunswick, North Brunswick, Pender, Heide Trask, New 

Hanover, Eugene Ashley, Laney, JT Hoggard, Wallace Rose Hill, East Duplin, James Kenan, Northside, and 

Lejeune High Schools.  We had a total of 14-chapter members participate in the awards programs with several 

members making multiple presentations.  Thank you to the following members who took the time to make these 

presentations:  Col Dick Huseman, USAF (Ret,), LtCol Larry Wilson, USAF (Ret.), COL Chrissy Sanford, USA 

(Ret.), CDR Bob Johannesen, USN (Ret.), CWO2 Dave Foster, USCG (Ret.), Col David Benton, USAF (Ret.), 

LCDR Keith Gerald (Ret.), CAPT John Stewart, USNR (Ret.), CDR Ken Klassen, USN (Ret.), Col Craig 

MacPherson, USAF (Ret.), and LTC LeeRoy Hanna, USA (Ret.). 

Look for upcoming information on the Spring 2018 Award presentations that will take place from February to 

June 2018. 

 

SENCLand Chapter Scholarships - Submitted by Lee Hanna, Scholarship Chairman 

Thank you to all SENCLand members who contributed to the 2017 Scholarship Funding.  As we approach the 

end of the year I would like to ask you to consider contributing once again to this very important and worthwhile 

cause.  Your donations are tax deductible and can help you and the scholarship recipients.  We had six students 

earn a total of $8500 in scholarships this year, with awards taking place at our annual Pig Pickin’ in June. 

As is our custom, we will start the recognizing new contributions with this newsletter.  Thus far the following 

members have donated to the scholarship fund. 

 

Barry Coyle Betty Grace Nita Neumeister 

Ned Reilly Catherine Snyder Bert Womble 

 

You can make contributions using the SENCLand website, mail in a check, or drop the donation off when 

you come to one of our meetings.  I know I find it very gratifying when I make my contribution to this cause 

because I know that our funds will go to local students.  Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this cause.  

You can email me at MACHanna@aol.com or call me at 910-617-1829 if you have questions on this program. 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Website Information 

 If you have logged onto the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org)  over the past few months, you have 

read coverage about a busy summer of special events plus legislative updates.  There are numerous pieces in the 

News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage tabs for your review.  Also, numerous 

new members have joined and their contact info is available in the roster that is available to members only.  If 

mailto:MACHanna@aol.com
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you need help logging onto the website for roster info, please call or email Ken Klassen, Webmaster, at 910-

791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net. 

 

Membership Updates 

New Members: 

Womble, Burton – CAPT, USCGHR (Ret.) 

Irrera, Joseph – Col, USMC (Ret.) – Spouse is Sheila 

Felmly, Miker – CAPT, USN (Ret.) – Spouse is Kate 

Deceased Members: 

Loughlin, John – LtCol, USAF (Ret.) – Surviving Spouse is Marjorie 

Townsend, E.T. – Maj, USAF (Ret.) 

Moved: 

Johnson, James T. – Col, USAF (Ret.) – Spouse is Mattie 

 

Help Us Keep Track of All of Our Members 

It is important that we maintain current contact information on all of our Chapter's members. Please let Al 

Schroetel know when you have a new address, e-mail or telephone number.  Additionally, if you know of 

changed status, such as relocation, of any members of our Chapter, we’d greatly appreciate hearing about that as 

well.  

 

Chaplain’s Corner 

SENCLAND Chapter Chaplain Charles Lewis sends this reminder - In the event of a serious illness, or a death, 

in the case of a Chapter member or spouse, please make sure to let our Chaplain know of the specific mailing 

address for family members who should receive get-well or sympathy cards from SENCLAND Chapter.  This is 

a vital communication process - we want our membership to know that we sincerely care. 

 

Editorial Policy and Comments 

The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate of the 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are 

independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations.  As a part of MOAA’s efforts to advance 

legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of military members, retirees, and their families, there 

is an ongoing initiative to create awareness on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways 

to give their input to state and national legislators.  The following link will take you directly to MOAA’s 

legislative activities and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.  

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide information on 

upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim to compete with 

established print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in 

Military Officer each month. What we want to do here is keep you informed about the chapter and our 

SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other, and support our local military and veteran communities. 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply send your 

notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Brud Deas, (bruddeas@gmail.com) as you collect them. 

Everything submitted by the 15th of the month will be considered for inclusion in the following month’s 

newsletter. All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. You can see a full listing 

of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this way provides a way to recognize 

our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in the state. If you would like to discuss sponsorship 

opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that 

appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Brud.  Cash sponsorships in excess of the cost of 

publishing this newsletter in its current format will augment our local military and veteran outreach activities, 

tel:(910)%20791-3999
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increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. Consider inviting your neighbors to 

participate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking about MOAA SENCLAND.  Whenever possible, 

please patronize our sponsors and let them know we all appreciate their support of our important 

initiatives. 

 

 

 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 
“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
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THE SENCLAND 

CHAPTER 

of the 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF 

AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 382 

Wrightsville Beach, NC  28480 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

 

October 2017 
 

 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________State______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 

strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $20.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  

and mail to the return address above.  Call Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email 

downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

